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RURAL COMMUNITY
COMMERCIAL CENTER
Land Use Policies and Guidelines

NORTH SHORE

SUSTAINABLE COMMUNITIES PLAN

• Range of Goods & Services to Meet the Needs of
Surrounding Residential Communities
• Center attracts Visitors & Residents from
Outside the Immediate Community
• Grocery Stores, Sundries Stores, Restaurants,
and Other Services and Shops Catering to Residents and Visitors
• Smaller in Scale than typical in “Country Town”
• One-Story and Two-Story Building Heights
• Clustered Commercial Uses vs. Spread along
Highway
• Reflect Rural Character & Compatible with
Adjoining Area
• Safe & Convenient Transportation and Access
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• Pedestrian & Bicycle Friendly: Crosswalks, Pathways, Bike Racks
• Parking behind Buildings and Landscaping

Pūpūkea Rural Community Center - Concept Plan

April 2017

•

3.6.3

Plant street trees to enhance the pedestrian experience and to create a strong
streetscape image. A detailed street tree and planting plan should be developed and
implemented as part of the right-of-way plan.

Rural Community Commercial Center

The rural community commercial center is a small cluster of commercial and service businesses
located on major thoroughfares that provide a range of goods and services to meet the needs of
the surrounding residential communities. Located along highways and major thoroughfares,
these centers also attract visitors and residents from outside the immediate community.
Commercial establishments may include grocery stores, sundries stores, restaurants and other
services and shops catering to residents and visitors to the region. They are generally one- and
two-story in height and equivalent in size to neighborhood grocery stores. With fewer business
establishments and services than a country town, the rural community commercial center
typically covers less land area and has less commercial floor area than a country town. The
area between the existing Foodland market and the adjacent commercially zoned properties
between Pūpūkea Road and Pāhoe Road is designated as a Rural Community Commercial
Center.

3.6.3.1

POLICIES

•

Cluster commercial uses within a more concentrated, but small-scale commercial center
on existing Commercial-zoned lands, rather than dispersing them along the highway.

•

Ensure that commercial buildings reflect the rural character and are compatible with
adjacent residential areas.

•

Promote safe and convenient transit, pedestrian, and bicycle access between
commercial centers and surrounding areas.

•

Emphasize commercial and civic establishments that serve the immediate residential
community.

3.6.3.2
•

GUIDELINES
Limit rural community commercial centers to existing zoned areas between Pūpūkea
Road and Pahoe Road that currently serve the commercial needs of residents and
visitors.
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•

Design rural community commercial centers to provide a compact and efficient
organization of various commercial services which primarily serve the immediate
community.

•

Rural community commercial centers should be designed to provide a compact and
efficient organization of various commercial services.

•

Architectural scale and character should respect the surrounding natural features, and
adjacent residential areas. Buildings should reflect a rural character compatible with
surrounding open spaces and adjacent residential uses.

•

Limit building heights to no more than two stories.

•

Locate parking behind buildings or provide parking that is landscaped. Parking should
be visually screened from the street and adjacent residential lots, by planting a
landscaped screen of trees and hedges along street frontages and property lines and
planting shade trees throughout the parking lot.

•

Incorporate pedestrian and bicycle facilities, including bicycle paths and storage racks,
and off-site improvements such as crosswalks.

•

Site bus stops in close proximity to rural community commercial centers.

3.6.4

Country Stores

This category generally refers to freestanding retail or eating establishments located on
commercially zoned lands or which exist as nonconforming uses. Its purpose is to recognize
such establishments and to provide guidance for renovation, reconstruction, or minor expansion
of these facilities. It is not intended to provide for new country stores. Existing country stores
include stand-alone retail or eating establishments on Commercial-zoned lands and /or
nonconforming uses. They include Ted’s Bakery, Sunset Beach Store/Restaurant, Sharks Cove
Shell Station, Chun’s Market, Pa‘ala‘a Kai Center, Otake Store and Waialua Service. With
storeowners retiring and rising operating costs affecting businesses, several country stores
have closed in recent years, including Kammie’s Market and Sagara Store in Waialua.
Country stores are typically single, stand-alone establishments. They are usually one-story in
height and are generally equivalent in size to a small neighborhood grocery store, such as those
mentioned immediately above, that provides convenience goods and services to the
surrounding community. Building character is typically residential in scale and generally
harmonious with adjacent development and setting in form, material, finishes, and color.
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